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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. XVI.

Changed
aspect of
the city of
Rnme.

numerous than they are now, and with the huge brick
brtresses of the nobles, towers must have held in the
andscape of the mediaeval city very much the part which
domes do now. Although less imposing, they were pro-
Dably more picturesque, the rather as in the earlier part
of the Middle Ages the houses and churches, which are
now mostly crowded together on the flat of the Campus
Martius, were scattered over the heights and slopes of
the Ccelian, Aventine, and Esquiline hills <*. Modern
Rome lies chiefly on the opposite or north-eastern side
of the Capitol, and the change from the old to the new
site of the city, which can hardly be said to have distinctly
begun before the destruction of the south-western part of
the town by Robert Guiscard, was not completed until
the sixteenth century. In A.D. 1536, in anticipation of
the entry of Charles the Fifth, the rebuilding of the Capitol
(afterwards carried on by Michael Angelo) was begun
upon foundations that had been laid by the first Tarquin;
and the palace of the Senator, the greatest municipal
edifice of Rome, which had hitherto looked towards the
Forum and the Coliseum, was made to front in the direc-
tion of St. Peter's and the modern town.

The Rome of to-day is no more like the city of Rienzi
than she is to the city of Trajan; just as the Roman
church of the nineteenth century differs profoundly, how-

The very curious round towers
of Ravenna, some four or five of
which, are still standing, seem to
have originally had similar win-
dows, though these have been all,
or neady all, stopped up. The
Roman towers are all square.

d The Palatine hill seems to
have been then, as it is for the

most part now, a waste of stu-
pendous ruins. In the great im-
perial palace upon its northern and
eastern sides was the residence of
an official of the Eastern court in
the beginning of the eighth cen-
tury. In the time of Charles, some
seventy years later, this palace was
no longer habitable.